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making it impossible for us to lay the blame on the Possibilists. To the 
objection that the congress will be wasting valuable time, our rejoin­
der will be that it behoves us first to create a joint congress which of it­
self would be of vastly greater significance than any resolutions it 
might pass; that we do not have a mandate to constrain the future 
congress; that, once assembled, the congress may do away with re­
strictions previously imposed upon it, etc. And, eventually providing 
the conditions laid down are satisfactory, we might after all make 
some concessions to the Belgians on that score. 

Now, if you Frenchmen would amend, complete and fill out the de­
tails of the above draft, you would be doing a worthwhile job. 

This was the gist of my letter to Bonnier,a though I can assure you 
that I never try to settle anything with him. My chief aim in writing 
to him was to make the idea of a merger acceptable to you all; now 
I have had your letter the whole discussion has become otiose. 

I therefore wrote at once to Bebel, suggesting that the question be 
discussed at an informal international gathering at Halle.33 If, to­
gether with the official representatives of some of the smaller national­
ities, we should then succeed in laying the foundations of a merger, it 
might be possible to approach the Belgians about it.28 In fact, I 
asked Bebel to arrange, if possible, for a Belgian — preferably from 
Ghent — to be present. 

Meanwhile I await your news on the opinion of Guesde, Deville, 
etc., and also the Blanquists. 

The Idée nouvelle has sent me a list of subscriptions — what shall 
I do? 

A Monsieur Ch. Caron, 8 rue du Croissant (thus evidently from 
the Idée nouvelle), has sent me a prospectus for the republication of so­
cialist brochures and asks me for permission to publish my writings as 
well as those of Marx. Judging by these efforts, one might say that the 
French and particularly the Parisians are on the point of performing 
a miracle. But has this gentleman the wherewithal to publish even 
a single brochure? Please let me know, for I must reply within 4-5 
days.b 

Sonnenschein has sent me his account: £5.4 — of which 1/5 for 
Laura = £ l . - .9 , 1/5 for the children," 1/5 for Tussy and 2/5 for the 
translators.d Here is the cheque for Laura. Meissner's account will 

* F. Engels, 'The International Workers' Congress of 1891' . - b See next letter.-
1 Longuet's children - d Samuel Moore and Edward Aveling 
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probably arrive soon, but if the expenses of the 4th editiona are al­
ready included in it, which I do not know, there will be little or noth­
ing. 

The Boulangist revelations could not be more edifying. Congratu­
late yourself on having been able to resist when the Boulangists tempt­
ed you. But what idea does that give you of the political capacity of 
the Parisian public! To have been duped, what am I saying, freneti­
cally egged on by this simple ne'er-do-well who gives his word as a soldier 
to the royalists provided that they pay him the expenses of his good 
fortunes! Pfui Teufel!b Fortunately the province is there to make 
amends for Parisian foolishness. It's incredible!34 

Hyndman celebrates the immortal Joffrin in Justice, and says that 
it is him and the Possibilists who have crushed Boulanger and saved 
the republic.35 He ought to know that the case of the Possibilists is 
too desperate in Paris to come and lie so impudently. 

Give Laura a kiss from Nim, myself and Schorlemmer who arrived 
the day before yesterday. 

Yours ever, 
F E . 

Will send you the last number of the Sozialdemokrat in a day or 
two. Ede Bernstein is staying here to send reports on England, partic­
ularly to the Neue Zjiit. Fischer is going to Berlin to join the Vorwärts,"1 

and will get a seat in the Reichstag as soon as occasion arises. 
Tauscher is going to Stuttgart. As for the great Julius Motteler, no 
one yet knows what is to be done with him. He is the party's greatest 
incubus — in his own eyes an unrecognised genius, in those of every­
body else ineptitude personified. 

See if you can arrange for Guesde and Vaillant to go to Halled; 
Guesde will have to take Bonnier as interpreter. 

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original 
Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 37, 
Moscow, 1965 Translated from the French 

Published in English for the first 
time 

" of the first volume of Capital - b Hang it all! - c Berliner Volksblatt -d to the con­
gress of the German Social-Democratic Party 
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14 

ENGELS T O CHARLES CARON 

IN PARIS 

[Draftl 

[London, 20 September 1890] 

Dear Citizen, 

In reply to your letter of the 17th,36 I cannot give you the au­
thorisation you ask for until I receive clarification on a number of 
points." 

In the first place it seems to me that, if any pamphlets are to be reis­
sued, they should appear as complete and separate pamphlets and not 
in the form of a revue, each number of which would contain a mixed 
assortment of disconnected fragments of works that would, as often as 
not, contradict one another. Hence I should like, first of all, to be in 
a position to weigh up the reasons that have led you to prefer this lat­
ter form. 

Again, is it not the intention of the Workers' Party to republish 
a large part of these same works in its Bibliothèque socialiste? If 
so, the party undertaking ought to take precedence over the private 
undertaking. 

Lastly, you have yourself a pretty expensive task. It would take you 
from 4 to 6 months merely to complete the publication of the six pam­
phlets advertised b as commencing in your first number. Were the re­
vue to cease appearing for want of funds midway through the publi­
cation of a work I had authorised you to reprint, a heavy responsibil­
ity would fall on my shoulders. 

So have you the necessary funds? 
There are, in addition, further points to be considered. 
So as to settle the matter I would ask you to get in touch with Citi­

zen Lafargue, to whom I have sent a copy of this letter. 
I should be obliged if you would refer to me in future before using 

a See previous letter. - b Engels has in mind the advertisement of L'Œuvre Socialiste. 
Revue politique el littéraire, enclosed in Charles Caron's letter of 17 September 1890. 
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my name in public; indeed, as to the present instance, I reserve the 
right to have recourse, if I think fit, to measures of an equally public 
nature. 

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original 
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. 
XXVII I , Moscow, 1940 Translated from the French 

Published in English for the first 
time 
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ENGELS T O PAUL LAFARGUE 

AT LE PERREUX 

London, 20 September 1890 

My dear Lafargue, 

Thank you for the information about Caron.37 Herewith my reply" 
to this amiable fellow who 'is in no doubt that my reply will be in the 
affirmative'. Don't talk to me of'LONDON ASSURANCE' or YANKEE jour­
nalists' cheek. The Germans and French outdo them by far and, 
what's more, with an elegant effrontery that suits them to a T. However 
I'm not sure that it isn't my own dear countrymen who don't carry 
off first prize. 

Nothing new to report here. Aveling must have written to you 
about Lavigerie.1' However it's very curious that this individual 
should have in his possession a document (copy) signed by Lafargue, 
Guesde, Deville, etc., announcing Guesde's impending arrival in 
London and a letter from Coulombeau inviting Aveling and Tussy to 
the Lille Congress38 on behalf of the National Committee of the 
Workers' Party.39 The originals of all the documents he purports to 

" See previous letter. -1' See Engels' letter to Laura Lafargue of 30 July 1890 (present 
edition, Vol. 48). 
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have must have been seen by Aveling last Monday — but I've heard 
nothing since Sunday.a 

Herewith cheque for £20. 

Yours ever, 
F.E. 

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original 
Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 37, 
M , n c l - translated from the French 

oscow, 1965 
Published in English for the first 
time 
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ENGELS T O JOSEPH BLOCH 40 

IN KÖNIGSBERG 

London, 21 [-22] September 1890 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 3rd of this month was forwarded to me in Folke­
stone; but since I did not have the book in question b with me I was 
not able to reply to it. After arriving home on the 12th, I found such 
an accumulation of urgent work awaiting me that I have been unable 
until today to get round to writing you a line or two. This, merely by 
way of explanation for the delay which I trust you will be good 
enough to excuse.41 

Ad I. First, on p. 19 of the Origin you will see that the process of 
growth of the punaluan family is shown as taking place so gradually 
that even in this century there have been marriages between brothers 
and sisters (born of one mother) in the Hawaian royal family. And 
throughout antiquity we find examples of intermarriage between sib­
lings, e.g. amongst the Ptolemaeans. Here, however,— secondly — 
we must distinguish between siblings by the same mother and siblings 
merely by the same father, 'aÔ£À,<poç, 'aSeX,(pf|c derive from Se^tpûç uterus, 
and hence originally denoted only siblings by the same mother. And 

a 15 September-b F. Engels, The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State (see 
present edition, Vol. 26) . - c brother, sister 



34 Engels to Bloch. 21-22 September 1890 

a feeling has long persisted from the period of mother right that the 
children of one mother, even if by different fathers, are more closely 
related than the children of one father but by different mothers. The 
punaluan form of family precludes marriage only between the 
former, but not at all between the latter who, according to the above 
conception, are not related at all (since mother right is in force). 
Now, so far as I know, cases of sibling marriage in Greek antiquity 
are confined to those in which the pair either have different mothers 
or at any rate to those in which this is not known and is therefore not 
ruled out; hence it is by no means inconsistent with punaluan custom. 
What you have overlooked is the fact that, between the punaluan 
period and Greek monogamy, the change-over from matriarchy to 
patriarchy took place, which puts quite a different complexion on the 
matter. 

According to Wachsmuth's Hellenische Alterthümer *  there is, 
among the Greeks of the Heroic Period, 

'no trace of reservations regarding unduly close kinship between married partners, 
aside from relations between parent and child' (III, p. 157). 'In Crete, marriage to 
a full sister was not considered an offence' (ibid., p. 170). 

This last from Strabo, Book X b ; however, I cannot find the pas­
sage at this moment because of the absence of proper chapter divi­
sions.— Full sisters — failing proof to the contrary — I assume to be 
sisters by the same father. 

Ad II. I would qualify the first of your main propositions as follows: 
According to the materialist view of history, the determining factor in 
history is, in the final analysis, the production and reproduction of 
actual life. More than that was never maintained either by Marx or my­
self. Now if someone distorts this by declaring the economic moment to 
be the only determining factor, he changes that proposition into a mean­
ingless, abstract, ridiculous piece of jargon. The economic situation 
is the basis, but the various factors of the superstructure — political 
forms of the class struggle and its consequences, namely constitutions 
set up by the ruling class after a victorious battle, etc., forms of law 
and, the reflections of all these real struggles in the minds of the parti­
cipants, i. e. political, philosophical and legal theories, religious views 
and the expansion of the same into dogmatic systems — all these fac­
tors also have a bearing on the course of the historical struggles of 

" W. YVachsmuth, Hellenische Alterthumskunde aus dem Geschichtspunkte des Staates. -
b Strabo, Geographica. 
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which, in many cases, they largely determine the form. It is in the 
interaction of all these factors and amidst an unending multitude of 
fortuities (i. e. of things and events whose intrinsic interconnections 
are so remote or so incapable of proof that we can regard them as 
non-existent and ignore them) that the economic trend ultimately as­
serts itself as something inevitable. Otherwise the application of the 
theory to any particular period of history would, after all, be easier 
than solving a simple equation of the first degree. 

We make our history ourselves but, in the first place, under very 
definite premises and conditions. Of these, the economic are ulti­
mately decisive. But the political, etc., and even the traditions still lin­
gering in people's minds, play some, if not a decisive, role. The Prus­
sian state itself owes its origin and development to historical and, in 
the final analysis, economic circumstances. It could, however, hardly 
be maintained without pedantry that what caused Brandenburg, of 
all the many small principalities of North Germany, to become 
a great power, the embodiment of the economic, linguistic and — 
since the Reformation — also the religious, differences between 
North and South, was economic necessity irrespective of any other 
factors (above all its involvement, through its possession of Prussia, in 
Poland and hence in international political relations — which like­
wise played a decisive role in the formation of the Austrian dynasty). 
Without making oneself a laughing-stock, it would scarcely be possible 
to provide an economic explanation for the existence of every small 
German principality, past and present, or for the origin of the High 
German sound shift whereby the geographical partition formed by 
the mountains from the Sudetes to the Taunus became a veritable rift 
running right across Germany. 

In the second place, however, history is made in such a way that 
the ultimate result is invariably produced by the clash of many indi­
vidual wills of which each in turn has been made what it is by a wide 
variety of living conditions; there are thus innumerable conflicting 
forces, an infinite number of parallelograms of forces, productive of 
one result — the historical event which itself may be seen as the 
product of a power operating unconsciously and involuntarily as 
a whole. For what each individual wants is obstructed by every other 
individual and the outcome is something that no one wanted. Thus, 
the course of history up till now has been like a natural process and 
has, indeed, been subject to much the same laws of motion. 
But the fact that individual wills — each of which wants what it is driv-
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en to want by bodily constitution and extrinsic and, in the final anal­
ysis, economic (whether personal or general social) circumstances — 
do not attain what they want but merge into an overall mean, a com­
mon resultant — does not justify the conclusion that they are nonenti­
ties. On the contrary, each one contributes to the resultant and is, to 
that extent, part and parcel of it. 

Another thing I would ask you to do is to study this theory in the 
original source books and not at second-hand; it is really far easier. 
While Marx wrote hardly anything in which it did not play some 
role, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte is a quite outstanding 
example of its application. There are also many allusions to the 
theory in Capital. I might further draw your attention to my works, 
Herr Eugen Dühring's Revolution in Science and Ludwig Feuerbach and the 
End of Classical German Philosophy in which the account I give of 
historical materialism is, so far as I know, the most exhaustive in 
existence. 

If some younger writers attribute more importance to the eco­
nomic aspect than is its due, Marx and I are to some extent to blame. 
We had to stress this leading principle in the face of opponents who 
denied it, and we did not always have the time, space or opportunity 
to do justice to the other factors that interacted upon each other. But 
it was a different matter when it came to depicting a section of his­
tory, i. e. to applying the theory in practice, and here there was no 
possibility of error. Unfortunately people all too frequently believe 
they have mastered a new theory and can do just what they like with it 
as soon as they have grasped — not always correctly — its main 
propositions. Nor can I exempt from this reproach many of the more 
recent 'Marxists' who have, indeed, been responsible for some pretty 
peculiar stuff. 

Ad I, I yesterday discovered (I am writing this on 22 September) in 
Schoemann's Griechische Alterthümer, Berlin, 1855, I, p. 52, the follow­
ing vital passage which fully substantiates what I have said above. It 
runs: 

'It is known, however, that marriage between half-brothers and sisters born of dif­
ferent mothers was not subsequently regarded as incest in Greece.' 
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Trusting that you will not be too much put off by the appalling 
convolutions to which my pen has, for brevity's sake, succumbed, 
I remain 

Yours faithfully, 
F. Engels 

First published in Der sozialistische Akade- Printed according to the journal 
miker, Nr. 19, Berlin, 1895 
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ENGELS T O HERMANN ENGELS 

IN ENGELSKIRCHEN 

[London,] 22 September 1890 

Dear Hermann, 

When your letter of 28 May arrived I was just expecting a visit 
from my Dublin wine merchant and so I decided to wait and discuss 
the matter with him in person. As it happened, however, the man 
didn't come until the end of June when I was wholly taken up with 
my impending departurea and so forgot about your sherry until re­
minded a few days ago by another look at your letter and again today 
by your second one. Not that you will have suffered as a result, since 
travelling during the hot weather would have done the wine no good 
and it will at any rate now travel more safely. I shall write to Dublin 
at once and see what can be done. Brett will certainly supply you 
with good wine; I have laid down another 50 or 60 dozen claret and 
port of the recent good years; I don't use much sherry, but in this re­
spect, too, the chap is reliable. So more news very shortly. I have just 

" to Norway 
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spent 4 weeks beside the Channel, at Folkestone, and feel extremely 
well and cheerful. Let's hope it lasts! Love to you and yours, 

From your old 
Friedrich 

First published in Deutsche Revue, Jg. 46, Printed according to the original 
Bd. 3, Stuttgart-Leipzig, 1921 

Published in English for the first 
time 
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ENGELS T O JAKINS 

IN LONDON 

[Draft] 

[London, 23 September 1890] 

In pursuance of the conversation I had with you, I now beg to say 
that I am willing to take the house 122 Regent's Park Road on 
a three years agreement (similar to the one I previously had with the 
late Marquis de Rothwell) and at the rent of £60 a year on the condi­
tion that the landlord does for me what he would be required to do 
for a new tenant. 

Besides smaller repairs, such as papering, etc., which might be 
necessary by next spring, there are two points which in my opi­
nion come under that class, viz. 

1 ) a new efficient kitchen range to replace the present one which is 
20 years old and quite worn out; 

2) efficient arrangements for a hot and cold water bath, the 
present bath having only cold water to turn on. 
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