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124 M. MUSTO

1 Economic Manuscripts (1863–1865)

Scattered among the preparatory manuscripts for Capital, Volume one, are
a number of pages in which Marx returned to the theme of alienation. The
separation between the workers and the means of production—a prerequisite
for the buying and selling of labour-power—reaches the point where “the
conditions of labour appear before the worker as autonomous persons”. In
capitalism not only is living labour transformed into objectified labour but
living labour itself is thereby transformed into capital.

∗ ∗ ∗
First, purchase and sale of labour-power, an act that occurs in the sphere
of circulation, but the capitalist production process as a whole not only
concerns one aspect and precondition but is also its constant result. This
purchase and sale of labour-power assumes the separation of the objective
conditions of labour—means of subsistence and means of production—
from the living labour-power itself, so that the latter [is] the only property
of which the worker disposes, and the only commodity he has to sell. The
separation goes so far that the conditions of labour confront the worker
as autonomous persons, since the capitalist as owner of them is only
their personification, in opposition to the worker as the mere owner of
labour-power. This separation and autonomisation is a prerequisite for the
purchase and sale of labour-power to go ahead, and hence in general for
living labour to be assimilated to dead labour as its self-perpetuation and
self-reproduction, its self-valorisation therefore. Without the exchange
of variable capital for labour-power there is no self-valourisation of the
total capital and therefore no formation of capital or no metamorphosis
of means of production and means of subsistence into capital. The
second aspect is now the actual process of production, that is, the actual
consumption of the labour-power purchased by the owner of the money
or the commodities.

In the actual process of production, the objective conditions of
labour—the material and means of labour—serve not only for the objecti-
fication of living labour but for the objectification of more labour than was
contained in the variable capital. Thus, they serve as means of absorption
and extortion of the surplus labour that presents itself in the surplus value
(and surplus product). If we look more closely at the two aspects—first,
the exchange of labour-power for variable capital, and second, the actual



4 CAPITAL AND ITS PREPARATORY MANUSCRIPTS 125

process of production (in which living labour is incorporated qua agent
into capital)—then the whole process appears as one in which (1) less
objectified labour is exchanged for more living labour, insofar as what the
capitalist actually obtains for the wage is living labour; and (2) the objec-
tive forms in which capital directly appears in the labour process [are]
the means of production (so, again objectified labour) as means for the
extortion and absorption of that living labour—the whole being a process
that unfolds between objectified and living labour, a process that not only
transforms living into objectified labour, but at the same time transforms
the objectified labour into capital, hence also living labour into capital.
It is therefore a process in which not only the commodity but surplus
value—and therefore capital—is produced.

The means of production appear here not only as means for the
realisation of labour but just as much as means of exploiting another’s
labour.
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